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At once he draws She sting of Kfe aud 

death, 
})« walks with nature, and her paths are 

peace." 

Ye who are treading the precarious 
path of life with inconsiderate steps, 
and rushing down the' rap id stream 
of time with heedless impetuosity 
and mad career, pause ; suffer your- 
selves to be arrested in the midst of 
your wild pursuits and imaginary 
dreams of pleasure with the impor- 
tant inquiry so beautifully alluded 
to, by the justly admired and cele- 
brated author already quoted. 

'.' Tj8 greatly wise to talk with our past 
hours, 

And ask them, what report they bore to 
heav'n, 

And how they might have borne more wel- 
come news." 

To converse with the deeds of 
our past hours and diligently and 
impartially to inquire how they have 
been spent, to what purpose have 
we lived, might be a means of ex- 
citing just consideration of the dan- 
ger 1 of trifling in matters so important, 
and teach us justly to appreciate the 
value of a ri^ht application of time 
towards securing the soul-solacing 
Enjoyment of an approving mind, 
when all consitterSKions of a sublu- 
nary nature are near to cease for ever, 
and prospects of another kind open 
to our view. 
"' Be wise to-day, 'tis madness to defer." 

M. S. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine, 

SIR, 

TT is a melancholy fact, that in the 
•*• present age, every kind of know- 
ledge is more eagerly cultivated, than 
religious knowledge, and every an- 
cient book more carefully studied, than 
that book which contains a revelation 
of the will of God. It is not unusual 
to meet with persons who are profi- 



cientt in the polite wcompfi&hnwnts* 
and in the ornamental branches of h> 
terat»re* wijo are. yet ignorant of the 
first principle* of religion, and of 
wme of the . leading facts contained) 
in the wared volume. It is really 
surprizing, independent of its jdivine 
inspiration — -abstracted froaj its con- 
taining '< the words of eternal life," 
that : the variety and cariosity of the 
matter contained in the $ibfe, should 
not attract more attention. For in- 
dependent of' its divine inspiration, 
it may be safely asserted; that the 
Bible it the. most interesting book in, 
the world. 

Considering this, and the num- 
berless and elaborate criticisms which 
have been written on prafane au- 
thors, it is somewhat surprizing 
that the Bible has never been ' taken 
up bjr iny one, as a work' of taste. 
The sacred scriptures, viewed in this 
light, might furnish matter fer a most 
interesting work. ' The' sublimity of 
Isaiah, the pathos of Job, the va- 
rious beauties of the book bf Psalms, 
and. of different ' other passages of 
scripture, might afford a fine field 
for the observations of- the critic. A 
work of this kind, executed by a 
man of taste, might be> productive 
of the most beneficial effects. 1\ 
might draw the attention of the 
young and the gay to the. sawed vo- 
lume, by which means trhey might 
derive spiritual edification, whilst they 
received entertainment. T should be 
happy to find (his subject taken up by 
some of your correspondents, capable 
of doing it justice. In the mean 
time, I subjoin a few critical observa- 
tions, and a paraphrase on the twenty 
third Psalm, indulging the hope, that 
even this trine, this widow'* n>ite, 
may not be without its use. 

The twenty-third Psalm is perhaps 
the most beautiful poetic composition 
to b< found in any language. It con- 
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tainsadelicacy of sentiment, and a sweet-* 
jieas of expression, which is scarcely 
to be met with, but in the most re- 
fined periods of society. The sen- 
timent which prevails thtottghout, is 
that tranquility of mind which a good 
man enjoys, from a consciousness of 
the divine protection. This sentiment 
is finely illustrated by images which 
excite a correspondent disposition" of 
mind. And it is almost impossible 
to read this Psalm without feelitig a 
portion of the tranquility which it 
breathes. The Psalmist writes in the 
true spirit of the sentiment he de- 
scribes. The images he introduces 
.tend to soothe and tranquilise the mind. 
The fancy is transported to the. calm 
scenes of the couutry, and is present- 
ed with the imagery of gentle 
streams, of a watchful, shepherd, and 
a flock reposing in green pastures. 
The image of a shepherd and his 
flock, with: which the Psalm opens, 
is not preserved throughout. But 
there is nothing, introduced inconsisi 
tent with it. So that the imagery is 
quite free from confusion or per. 
jilexity. 

M.AFilXAJB. 

Whilst my great shepherd is for ever near, 
Say should my soul, or want, or danger 

fear? 
"Where the refreshing streamlet gently 

flows 
In pastures green, he leads.me to repose. 
He heals my soul, tads all my sorrows 

cease, 
And gently guides me in the paths of 

peace. 
Shielded from harm by God's peculiar 

care, 
Safe, tho* 'mid foes, the joys of life I 

share. 
"When doom'd to pass through death's dark 

dreary vale, 
*S*et even then, Toy courage shall not fail, 
Since even then, my shepherd shall be nigh, 
And with his rod and staff shall aid supply. 
Sure whilst on earth I'll still Cod's good- 
ness prove, 
And taste hereafter purer joys above. 

W. F. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



ON THE llSE OF STRAMONItM IN THE 
ASTHMA. 

TN the last London Monthly Maga- 
* zine, Dr. Sims gives an ac- 
count of the first introduction of 
Stramonium as a remedy for asthma, 
i»to England, in addition to the pre- 
ced i ng accounts : 

Some time in the year 1802, be 
received a specific for relieving the 
paroxysm* of the asthma, from Ge- 
neral G.eut, who had procured it 
from Dr. Anderson, physician-ge- 
neral at Madras. Dr. Anderson had 
both recommended it, and used it 
himself. The specific is at Madras 
prepared from the roots of the wild 
purpletflowered thorn-apple, (Datura 
jerox). The roots had been cut into 
slips as soon as gathered, dried in 
the shade, and then beat into fibres 
resembling coarse hemp. The mode 
of using it was by smoking it in a pipe 
at the time of the paroxysm, either 
by itself, or mixed with tobacco, 
according as the patients were pre. 
yiou.sly addicted to smoking or not. 

Dr. Sims happened at this time, 
to be attending a patient, labouring 
under phthisis pujmonalis, combined 
with asthma, as appeared to him 
from the frequent .paroxysms of dif- 
ficulty of breathing, not usual 
in pure phthisis, at an, early period 
of the disorder. With a view of al- 
leviating these distressing paroxysms, 
he recommended a trial of this re- 
medy ; the relief obtained was for 
beyond expectation, and, though 
gradually sinking under an iticurabie 
disease, this lady continued to ex- 
perience great satisfaction in its use f 
almost to the fatal termination. 

He afterwards recommended 
this remedy to Mr. Toulmin, sur- 
geon of Hackney, at a time when 
hfe was much harrassed by frequent 
paroxysms of the asthma. He re- 



